
 

  

Office of the Superintendent 

August 5, 2019 
 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Beginning the 2019-2020 school year, students in grades 6 - 8 will be dismissed approximately 
one hour early on Fridays, according to their Early Dismissal Bell Schedule (please see school 
schedule for the exact time). This replaces the early release on Thursdays from the previous 
year.  

 
Please be assured that with these schedules, the District continues to exceed the state’s required 
instructional minutes at all schools. The new schedule will provide our teachers with critical 
planning time in areas such as curriculum, instruction, intervention and assessments.  
 
Each school will post their updated bell schedule on their website and a copy will be sent to 
your home.  We realize this may require some adjustment with your schedules and child care 
arrangements. We sincerely appreciate your support with this change as we strive to assist our 
teachers in providing a quality education for your child. 
 
This change occurred as a part of the teacher collective bargaining negotiations process. We 
believe that teacher-planning time is imperative to the success of teaching and learning at 
PVSD. Due to the continued shift in standards and assessments, teachers need the time to 
adequately plan for instruction. This planning period will allow our teachers to collaborate 
with one another with the goal of improving instruction for our students.  
 
In addition, our teachers wanted to ensure we maximized opportunities for our students to feel 
safe and connected at their schools. The movement of the teacher common planning to Fridays 
will allow for expanded access to after school activities, clubs, and athletics by providing an 
additional day for these opportunities. I commend our teachers for being committed to our 
District’s Strategic Plan and LCAP goal of providing a healthful environment where students 
feel welcomed, safe, and connected. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact your student’s school directly as they will have the 
most up-to-date bell schedules.  
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
Angelica M. Ramsey, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
 


